
North Carolina’s First Women’s Holocaust Monument 

 “She Wouldn’t Take Off Her Boots”   

Greensboro North Carolina 

 
Building upon the 75th anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz and the end of the Holocaust, “She Wouldn’t 
Take Off Her Boots” will be North Carolina’s First Women’s Holocaust Monument.  This original sculpture by 
artist Victoria Milstein will honor the strength and resilience of all women.  

The Monument will be beautifully situated in one of Greensboro’s downtown parks, becoming a place for the 
community to remember the Holocaust and have the impactful opportunity to be a witness to history.  The 
Monument will honor those who perished and make a statement against the murder of women and children, 
antisemitism and all genocide.  It will educate new generations about how the past can inform the present and 
future.   

This initiative can serve as a resource for North Carolina’s Holocaust Education Act, which requires the State 
Board of Education to include instruction of the Holocaust and genocide. Situated near cultural and 
educational institutions and in the heart of downtown, the monument will offer visual tools for scholars and 
Holocaust educators. A portion of the monument will be made from EConcrete, an Israeli based technology, 
that will serve to tie the monument to the land of Israel.   

We are proud that the site of this monument will be in Greensboro, a city that recognizes the diversity of our 
community and is committed to using the Arts as a vehicle to educate and unite in the pursuit of social justice.   

Background:https://www.yadvashem.org/yv/en/exhibitions/museum_photos/skeden_2.asp 
https://www.yadvashem.org/untoldstories/database/murderSite.asp?site_id=572 
 
 
Liepāja Massacre in Latvia Dec.15th 1941 

In Latvia on Monday, Dec. 15, 1941, thousands of Jewish 
women and children were taken to the women’s prison in 
Liepaja. From there, in the freezing cold, they were 
marched to a nearby beach called Skede, forced to strip to 
their underclothes, taken to the edge of a trench and shot 
dead in groups of 10. After three straight days of 
methodical slaughter, 2,749 Jews, mostly women and 
children — had been murdered. Many of the victims were 
photographed in their final moments by a Nazi 
photographer.  One such photograph serves as the basis 
for this Monument.   

The Artist’s story:    

We see the strength and the humility of generations of Jewish women from Liepaja, moments before they 
were murdered by Nazis in 1941. They stand in their innocence; their only crime was that they were Jews.  The 
photo I used as inspiration for the monument was taken by a Nazi photographer to document the victories of 
the Nazi regime as propaganda for its German citizens. My hope is that each time one views the monument 

https://www.yadvashem.org/yv/en/exhibitions/museum_photos/skeden_2.asp
https://www.yadvashem.org/untoldstories/database/murderSite.asp?site_id=572


from that perspective, one becomes witness to exactly the opposite of what the Nazi photographer intended 
to document.   

Standing arm in arm are five women in their last act, looking straight at us today, with grace, humanity and 
defiance.  The older woman asked to strip stands in the center with her boots on as she clutches onto the 
arms of generations of women in her family. The two figures on the end of the grouping bring us physically 
into the sculpture, revealing an emotional narrative of their impending death. With a snap of the camera we 
almost can’t comprehend the innocence that we see.  One sees the subtle emotions of fear, disbelief, terror 
and even hope. The youngest, with her head bent, clutches her fists, communicating the human horror of the 
Holocaust and reminding us of the several million children that were exterminated.  

I was very influenced by Rodin’s sculpture of the “The Burghers of Calais” where each figure communicates 
the emotional journey of their impending death. When I first saw the photograph, I saw my sisters, Jewish 
women, and it changed me forever.  You can’t unsee what you have seen.   

For information on the artist please visit 
http://www.vcmstudio.com/ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GPjR3oCO7gU  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RC2bv3v7fsU 

 
Macquet (study) of what will be in Bronze- NC first Women’s Holocaust Monument: 

In progress as of Summer, 2020 

 

Carolina Bronze Sculpture- East Coasts Premier Art Foundry will be working with Victoria in the Bronze  

 

http://www.vcmstudio.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GPjR3oCO7gU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RC2bv3v7fsU


 

  

Fabrication of the Macquet  https://carolinabronze.com/ 
 
 
Public and Private Funding: 
 

North Carolina’s First Women’s Holocaust Monument committee is in formation. Please let us know if you 
would like to join 

A fund has been established at the Community Foundation of Greater Greensboro to accept donations for 
this project. For additional information please make your donation here 
https://netcommunity.cfgg.org/HolocaustMonumentFund or contact Sue Simmons at 
holocaustmonument@gmail.com 

For information on “Place Making” experiential Art & Drama Holocaust Education Workshop built around the 
Liepāja Massacre and North Carolina’s First Women’s Monument contact Elizabeth Alberti at 631-897-8300 or 
e-mail her at triconsultantsliz@gmail.com 

 By supporting the creation of North Carolina’s First Women’s Holocaust Monument and the place making 
Holocaust Education Art workshop, participant are witnesses to exactly the opposite of what the Nazi 
photographer was documenting.  We will be honoring the memory of the Jewish women and children who 
died in the Holocaust and “Bear Witness” to their lives and the hope for a better future.   

 

Please JOIN US! 

 

https://carolinabronze.com/
https://netcommunity.cfgg.org/HolocaustMonumentFund
mailto:triconsultantsliz@gmail.com


Who we are: 

o Victoria Carlin Milstein- Painter, Teacher, Social Practice Artist 

 

Originally from New York, Victoria Carlin Milstein has lived and traveled around the world, and now resides in Greensboro, 
NC. Victoria studied at The School of Visual Arts in New York City, and The Bezalel Academy of Art in Jerusalem. Victoria’s 
portraits hang in private and public collections globally including The Jewish Theological Seminary and the Supreme Court of 
North Carolina. Her works have been featured in important international exhibitions including the Hecksher Museum of 
Fine Art, The Greensboro Historical Museum, The African America Atelier, The University of North Carolina Greensboro’s 
Archival Library, The Greenhill Gallery, and the Menachem Begin Heritage Center Museum in Jerusalem.  Currently, when 
not working on this project, she serves on numerous community boards and organizations, and is a recent recipient of the 
Anne Hummel YWCA Mission Award for her work in establishing Victoria’s House a art center for children experiencing 
homelessness.  Victoria was a 2018 TedX Greensboro Speaker and operates VCM Art Studio a place of mentorship and 
fellowship, with model drawings, workshops, and community events for all demographics.  

 visit: http://www.vcmstudio.com/ 

o Elizabeth Alberti MA- Advancement Professional, Jewish Educator  

 
 Elizabeth Alberti, MA is a seasoned philanthropy professional with broad experience in government affairs, 
communications, advocacy, and Jewish education.  With a dynamic career in institutional advance spanning over 20 years, 
she has led Institutional advancement and external affairs management for the country’s most prestigious Jewish 
communal and higher education institutions such as, New York Federation (UJA), The Simon Wiesenthal Center, American 
Israel Public Affairs Committee (AIPAC), and Albert Einstein College of Medicine of Yeshiva University.  Elizabeth has 
recently moved from her role as the Senior Director of Institutional Advancement at Touro College to work full time at her 
firm TRIConsultants a full-service advancement, external affairs, and community engagement firm. Liz is fluent in Dutch and 
Hebrew and loves to spend her free time visiting her four children who live in Manhattan, Vermont, and Colorado.  
 

o Sue Simmons – Development Professional, Community Volunteer 

 
 Sue Simmons has been working in the nonprofit sector for over 25 years, as a professional and volunteer.  Sue was the 
Director of the Advancement Group at the Center for Creative Leadership and is currently a Managing Director of S&G 
Consulting, working in the nonprofit sector  In March of 2015, Sue presented on nonprofit leadership at the International 
Jewish Funders Network conference in Tel Aviv. In her volunteer capacity, she served as board chairs of Family Service of 
the Piedmont Greensboro Foundation, Jewish Family Services of Greensboro, and B’nai Shalom Day School. Sue is 
immediate Past President of the Greensboro Jewish Federation and a past campaign chair.  and currently serves as the 
Chair of the Jewish Community Relations Committee at the Federation. Sue holds a Bachelor of Arts in Speech and 
Communications from the University of Cincinnati and lives in Greensboro, NC with her husband Gary. Sue enjoys travel, 
reading, engaging in philanthropy and community service using her voice and time to work toward a more equal and just 
society.  
 

http://www.vcmstudio.com/


Community Outreach 

North Carolina’s First Women’s Holocaust Monument “She Wouldn’t Take Off Her Boots” 

 
I. Greensboro Downtown Parks Inc. is a non-profit organization in partnership with the 

City of Greensboro.  
 

II. Ad-Hoc Committee for the North Carolina’s First Women’s Holocaust   
   Monument Project 

 
 Marilyn Chandler-Executive Director, Greensboro Jewish Federation  
 Nancy Hoffman-City Council Representative, City of Greensboro  

Amanda Loflin-Director of Special Events, Greensboro Downtown Parks, Inc. 
Gene and Gail LeBauer and Family - Board Member, Greensboro Downtown Parks Inc.  
Hillary Meredith-Board Member, Greensboro Downtown Parks, Inc.  
Victoria Carlin Milstein-Artist, VCM Art Studio, Greensboro, NC  
Amanda Miller-Director of Programming & Marketing, Greensboro Downtown Parks, Inc 
Rob Overman-Executive Director, Greensboro Downtown Parks, Inc.  
Cheryl Stewart-Public Art Endowment 
Judy Magier, family of Holocaust Survivor 
Elizabeth Alberti -Executive Director, NC Women’s Holocaust Monument “She Wouldn’t 
Take Off Her Boots”  

 
III. Community Support 

 
 

The following community leaders are supporting this initiative: 
 

o Congressman Mark Walker (6th District, NC) 
 

o Congressman Ted Budd (13th District, NC) 
 

o Julie Emmons, Chief of Staff, Congressman Mark Walker 
 

o North Carolina State Senator Jon Hardister (Guilford County) 
 

o  Ms. Ramona Bartos, NC Department of Natural and Cultural Resources  
 

o Rabbi Fred Guttman- Temple Emanuel 
 

o Rabbi Mendy Minkowitz of Elon University’s Chabad 
 

o David Crowe- David M. Crowe, PhD, Presidential Fellow, Professor Emeritus of History & Law 
Elon University 

 



o Michael Abramson of the North Carolina Council on the Holocaust  
 

o Elan S. Carr, United States Special Envoy to Monitor and Combat Anti-Semitism  
 

o Zack Matheny DGI President at Downtown Greensboro Incorporated 
 

o Kathy Manning (Candidate for Congress) Philanthropist, Community and Jewish leader 
 

o Randell Kaplan Philanthropist, Community and Jewish leader 
 

o John Swaine CEO International Civil Rights Museum  
 

o Ron Milstein -Philanthropist, Community volunteer 
 

o Anne E. Parsons, Director of Public History Associate Professor Dept. of History,  
 

o Ellen Haskell, Director of Jewish Studies Professor, Dept. of Religious Studies 
 

o Teresa Walch, Holocaust Historian, Assistant Professor, Dept. of History 
 

o Adam Carlin, Director Greensboro Project Space 
 

o Michael Oren- Former Ambassador of Israel to the United States 
 

o Avi Cohen- NBC producer 
 

o Shimrit Perkol-Finkel – Co-Founder & CEO, EConcrete Tech LTD  
 

o Melissa and Ed Walker of Carolina Bronze Sculpture 
 

o Roy Schwartzman, Professor, USC Shoah Foundation Teaching Fellow, Dept Head, Dept of 
Communication Studies  

 
o Jessica Viggiano-United States Holocaust Museum Director, Council Relations 

 
o Susanne Sanders- Deputy Special Envoy for Holocaust Issues 

 
o Mark and Debbie Meadows- Chief of Staff State Department  

 
o Sherri Daniels Special Envoy for Holocaust Issues 

 
o Rabbi Abraham Cooper Dir-Global Social Action the Simon Wiesenthal Center 

 
o Rabbi Joshua Ben-Gideon, Beth David Synagogue 

 
 
 

 



Summary Letters of Support 

August 16, 2020 

 

The following is a list of the people who have sent letters of support for this Monument to be 
placed in one of our downtown parks.  We respectfully submit these for your consideration. 

 

Representatives Mark Walker and Ted Budd – Members of US. Congress Washington, DC 

Mr. Michael Abramson – Chairman, NC Council on the Holocaust, North Carolina Determent of 
Public Instruction, Raleigh, NC 

Gail and Gene LeBauer  - Family of Carolyn LeBauer and community leaders, Greensboro, NC 

Mr. John Swaine, CEO International Civil Rights Center and Museum, Greensboro, NC 

Mrs. Shelly Weiner – Holocaust Survivor, Former board member, NC Council on the Holocaust.  
Greensboro, NC 

Mr. Randall Kaplan – Community Leader, Philanthropist- Greensboro, NC 

Rabbi Fred Guttman – Senior Rabbi Temple Emanuel, Holocaust Educator, Greensboro, NC 

Rabbi Joshua Ben Gideon – Rabbi Beth David Synagogue, Greensboro, NC 

Joint letter from UNCG faculty: 
• Anne E. Parsons, Director of Public History Associate Professor Dept. of History,  
• Ellen Haskell, Director of Jewish Studies Professor, Dept. of Religious Studies 
• Teresa Walch, Holocaust Historian, Assistant Professor, Dept. of History 
• Adam Carlin, Director Greensboro Project Space 
• Roy Schwartzman, Professor, USC Shoah Foundation Teaching Fellow, Dept Head, Dept 

of Communication Studies  
 

 

























Carolyn's Garden LeBauer 
Park

Across from Library  Lebauer 
Park

Circle across from Cultural 
Arts Center City Park

Behnd Fountain        City Park
Curb facing Elm Street City 

Park

2 1 x x
1 5 2 3 4
1 x x
1 3 2 4 5
1 5 2 3 5
1 3 2 x x
1 2

Children could be noisy if 
programming is in the 

daytime
Negative: Traffic, close to the 

street.  Positive is that it's shady

Great location. Fountain 
noise could be a problem for 

programming
Small space  Noise from 

fountain
Positive - shady.  Negative close 

to the street

No
Water is loud  No natural 

seating No

I love the sounds of children. 
The Flora is beautiful. It will 

have people Out of the way
Fountain noise could be a 

problem
Fountain noise could be a 

problem Too commercial 

Proximity to children's garden 
- screaming kids

I lke it in this park - more 
monumental & important 

site, more seious part of the 
parks

The Park was donated by 
Carolyn LeBauer, a 
Greensboro Jewish Family.  
Having the monument nested 
in this garden would be 
respectful and appropriate. 
The space is also perfect for 
programming 

The garden calls for a 
sculpture- ideal locations - 
cultural hotspot for the 
community

This has a "sacred space 
energy, peaceful, flowers 
invite you to enter and 
explore. Can walk all around 
to see different angles of 
sculpture

Rankings

Comments 



Foundry Information 

 

Victoria has developed a relationship with Carolina Bronze Foundry.  Their team will be working with the 
artist to take the 16 x 24-inch clay model and translate into a 5' by 7' bronze sculpture for "She 
Would Not Take Off Her Boots” Holocaust Monument. Working with this foundry the sculpture will be 
hand sculpted by the artist at the foundry, located close to Greensboro in Seagrove, NC.  Not only is it a 
world class foundry but its staff is dedicated to the fine artistry demanded by the artist for the 
final sculpture. a match made in heaven for artist Milstein. 

Some of Carolina Bronze Foundry high profile projects include:  

Captain Jack, the Spirit of Mecklenburg (Charlotte NC), a 14′ bronze rider and horse sculpted by 
Chas Fagan.  Fagan’s other works include President HW Bush and President GW Bush at the Bush 
libraries in TX, the 7′ Ronald Reagan that stands inside the Rotunda of the US Capitol in Washington DC, 
as well as the 12′ Reagan that stands opposite then General Eisenhower outside the US Embassy in 
London, and a sculpture of Pope John Paul II. 

We will be utilizing its services from start to end including, as they state on their website: 

 

Complete Installation Services– We can pack, ship and install your sculpture anywhere in the world. Let 
us handle the engineering for large bases, both stone, concrete and metal, cranes, logistics on the road 
and final details. 

Crating and Shipping– For smaller work and for pieces that you intend to install yourself, our expert 
packers can ship your work through UPS or a freight company. 

Consultation Services– Need advice on any aspect of the business of sculpture? From the beginning 
sculptor, to the professional, our expert, experienced staff knows the answer. New to the bronze casting 
experience? Visit our foundry for a behind the scenes tour to see how our sculpture is made. 

The work is site specific; final size weight and dimensions will be detailed by an engineer that works with 
the foundry.  

The Monument is being presented to the City as a gift as created and fabricated, and will be fully 
installed by the foundry at the specific site.   
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