
Greensboro, NC and Suqian, PRC 
 
 

Sister City Relationship Proposal  



Relationship Background 

• Suqian letter of interest to form Sister City 
relationship and delegation visit to Greensboro 
in March 2016 

• Initiated through Carolinas Chinese Chamber of 
Commerce and Senator Rick Gunn’s office (NC – 
District 24) 

• Delegation Meeting Attendees included:  
•  Six (6) representatives from Suqian 
• Three (3) representatives from Carolinas Chinese 

Chamber of Commerce in Charlotte  
• Senator Rick Gunn 
• City Attendees – Mayor Pro Temp Johnson, Former 

Councilmember Fox, City Manager Westmoreland  

•  Meeting Agenda included: 
• Introductions 
• Review of Cities with each other 
• Discussion of value of Sister City Relationship     

• Agreed to continue process of exploring 
relationship and to develop draft Sister-City MOU 

 



Overview of the Sister City Initiative 

• Founded by President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower in 1956 

 

• Nonpartisan 501(c)(3) nonprofit – 
Sister Cities International   

 

• Serves as the national membership 
organization for individual across the 
U.S.  

 

• Unites tens of thousands of citizen 
diplomats and volunteers in over 500 
member communities 

 

• Over 2,000 partnerships in 145 
countries on six continents. 

 

http://sistercities.org/sites/default/files/2014 Parternships Worldwide_0.png


Suqian Municipal Structure and Attractions 

• Part of the Jiangsu Province People’s Republic of 
China 

 
• Prefecture-level City (level between Province 

and County 
 
• Metro Population: 735,000 

 
• General Population: 4.7M  
     (Metro and Rural Combined) 
 
• Noteworthy Industries and Attractions: 

• Agriculture 
• Alcohol Manufacture 
• Textile & construction 
• Botanical Landmarks 
• Higher Education  

 
 



What Can Each City Learn from the Other? 
SCI Partnership Focus Areas 

 Recreation, Arts, and Tourism 

 

 Small Business Support  

 

 Economic Development  

     (focus on Brewery Industry) 

 

 Education  

     (Collegiate and Public School   

     Partnerships) 



How Will We Engage with Each Other? 

• Delegations across 
focus areas 

 
• Member of varying 

departments 
 
• Invite Community 

Partners to 
collaborate 

• Teleconferences 
 
 
• Video Conferences 
 
 
• Host Delegations  

 
 
 
 
 



Next Steps 
• Council review and approval 
 of Draft MOU 
 
• Develop Delegations across 

different Focus Areas 
 
• Establish objectives for each 

Focus Area 
 

 


