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Public Works Department 

1100 Vance Street 

Reidsville, NC 27320 

[P] 336-349-1070 

[F] 336-634-1738 

 

 

To: Preston Mitchell 

From: Kevin Eason, PE 

Date: May 1, 2017 

Re: May 9th Council Agenda Item 

Authorization to Award Construction Contract 

 High Service Level Water Pump Station (GSO) 

 

Background 

 

On April the City received bids for the high level pump station proposed to 

serve Greensboro with a steady state flow of 1 MGD. We had a successful 

bid opening with 4 bidders participating. The results were: 

 

Bidder 
 

Base 
Bid 

Alternate 
Bid 

Gilbert Engineering Co. $1,711,636 $1,723,316 

Haren Construction, Inc. $1,618,000 $1,626,000 

Laughlin-Sutton Const.  Co. $1,598,000 $1,606,000 

Wharton-Smith, Inc. $1,477,016 $1,482,016 

 

All of the bids were below the Engineer’s Estimate of $1,765,000. 

 

Wharton-Smith is the lowest responsible bidder.  They are located out of 

Sanford, Florida with their local office in Charlotte. They are currently 

finishing up on the clearwell replacement project at Greensboro’s Mitchell 

WTP. 

 

In accordance with the revised water sales contract with Greensboro, 

Greensboro, Greensboro will be responsible for the total cost of the pump 

station, less the cost required for the metering of the station. The metering 

cost of the project bid is $62,123. 

 

 



 

Recommendation 

 

It is recommended that the City award the contract to Wharton-Smith, Inc. for the alternate bid amount of $1,482,016. 

The difference between the two bids is the selection of a pump with a little more pumping capacity and one which 

operates closer to the pumps best efficiency point which will result in less wear on the pump in the future. 

 

The slight over-sizing of the pump will provide Reidsville the ability to supply water equivalent to approximately 1,300 

single-family homes to southern Rockingham County in the future, should that area develop, with the addition of a 

water tank. 

 

This request for authorization to award and issue the notice to proceed is contingent upon two items: 

 

1. The contract cannot be awarded until the NC PWS Division issues an Authorization to Proceed. 

2. The City of Greensboro will have to execute a side agreement with the City of Reidsville in order to properly 

setup the revenue/expenditure accounts for the project. 

 

Council Request 

 

Upon completion of the two aforementioned conditions,   

 

1. It is requested that Council authorizes the City Manager to execute a construction contract with Wharton-

Smith, Inc. in the amount of $1,482,016. 

2. It is requested that Council authorize additional $22,123 from the Water Reserve Fund to add to the $40,000 

included in the 2017-18 Capital Equipment allocation to provide funds for Reidsville portion of the project 

(metering). 

 

Attch. Arcadis Recommendation 

 Certified Bid Tabulation 

 

 

 

 

Cc Chris Phillips, Assistant City Manager / Finance 

 Angela Stadler, City Clerk 
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