Proximity Printworks-Cone Finishing Plant
Motion of Recommendation
November 21, 2017
Guilford County Historic Preservation Commission

The Guilford County Historic Preservation Commission recommends designation
to the Greensboro City Council a Joint Guilford County Historic Landmark
designation for the Proximity Printworks-Cone Finishing Plant, 1701 Fairview
Street, Greensboro, NC. The designation includes interior common areas, exterior
facades of the Mill Buildings, and Mill 18.217-acre site.

Following the Commissioners’ discussion of the application, Commission Member
Pitman made a motion to approve historic designation.

Commission Member Johnson seconded the motion, and the Commissioners voted
8-0 to approve the motion.



Printworks Mill Designation

Items of Consideration

1. Designation of 18.217-acre site.

2. Mill building facades.

3.Outdoor common areas.

4.Interior common areas designated on floor plans

A1.0 -Al1.4.
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Proximity Print Works
Landmark Status Application

http://agoodsnapshot.blogspot.com/2010/09/early-years-of-proximity-mills. htm|
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Guilford County
Historic Preservation Commission
Landmark Application
General Information Sheet

Historic name of Property: Proximity Print Works
Cone Finishing Plant

http://conemillvillages.weebly.com/about-cone-mill-villages.html, Proximity Denim Mills and Village (Courtesy of Don Morrison)

Street address: 1700 Fairview Street
Greensboro, NC



Guilford County
Historic Preservation Commission
General Information Sheet

Landmark Application

T Historic name of Property: Proximity Printworks — Cone Finishing
Plant
2 Street address: 1701 Fairview Street

Greensboro, NC

3 Tax Map#: 0027498

4. Deed Book & Page #:Book 6202, Page 1786

5. Plat Book & Pageff: Book 72, Page 108

Zoning: PUD

Acreage designated 18.218 Acres

Interior designated Yes X No

Legal Owner (s) of Property
Name: Printworks Venture, LLC
Address: 345 W Washington Ave, Suite 301
City: Madison, WI 53703
Phone Number (s): 608) 258-5580 Fax Number: (608) 258-5599

E-Mail: dgv@alexandercompany.com

Applicant/Contact Person (If other than owner):
Name: David Vos c¢/o The Alexander Company, Inc.
Address: 345 W Washington Ave, Suite 301

City: Madison, WI 53703
Phone Number (s) (608) 268-8112 Fax Number: (608) 258-5599

E-Mail:dgv@alexandercompany.com




Acknowledgement

I, THE UNDERSIGNED, HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE ABOVE ¢TATEMENTS ARE

TRUE AND ACCURATE TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE 7' ""TIEF; AND
SUPPORT LANDMARK DESIGNATION OF THE PROPERTY DII'IN! " HEREIN. I
ALSO ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THE GUILFORD COUNTY HISTORTC "FMe"RVATION

COMMISSION MAY REQUIRE ADDITIONAL INFORMATION.

—

Date PRINTWORKS VENTURES, LLC

August 15, 2017
By: The Alexander Company, Inc,, its Sole Mem! -

By:
Joseph M, Alexgider, its President

I ALSO ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THE DESIGNATION INCLUL NTERIOR,
INTERIOR FEATURES AND DETAILS; EXTERIOR, EXTER “S AND
DETAILS OF ALL STRUCTURES; AND LAND, UNLESS Ol.: WOTED IN
THE APPLICATION. ANY ALTERATIONS OF THE PROPFT 'OR
FEATURES DESIGNATED, REQUIRES AN APPROVED CERTI r
APPROPRIATENESS (COA) ISSUED BY THE GUILFORD C7 STORIC
PRESERVATION COMMISSION.
Date PRINTWORKS VENTURES, LLC
August 15,2017

By: The Alexander Company, Inc,, its Sole Men!

Page 57

August 2017



Acknowledgement

I, THE UNDERSIGNED, HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE ABOVE STATEMENTS ARE
TRUE AND ACCURATE TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE AND BELIEF; AND
SUPPORT LANDMARK DESIGNATION OF THE PROPERTY DEFINED HEREIN. I
ALSO ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THE GUILFORD COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION

COMMISSION MAY REQUIRE ADDITIONAL INFORMATION.

Date PRINTWORKS VENTURES, LLC

August 15,2017
By: The Alexander Company, Inc., its Sole Member

By:
Joseph M. Alexander, its President

I ALSO ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THE DESIGNATION INCLUDES THE INTERIOR,
INTERIOR FEATURES AND DETAILS; EXTERIOR, EXTERIOR FEATURES AND
DETAILS OF ALL STRUCTURES; AND LAND, UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED IN
THE APPLICATION. ANY ALTERATIONS OF THE PROPERTY AND/OR
FEATURES DESIGNATED, REQUIRES AN APPROVED CERTIFICATE OF
APPROPRIATENESS (COA) ISSUED BY THE GUILFORD COUNTY HISTORIC

PRESERVATION COMMISSION.

Date PRINTWORKS VENTURES, LLC

August 15,2017
By: The Alexander Company, Inc., its Sole Member

By:

Joseph M. Alexander, its President



Summary

The Alexander Company seeks to designate the interior common, parking, storage, and retail
areas and all exteriors of the above-referenced property as an historic landmark in Guilford
County, North Carolina. The property will be rehabilitated and repurposed, with an estimated
completion of 2019. The project utilizes the State Mill Credits, Federal Historic tax credits, and
state LIHTC. As such, all work will follow the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for
Rehabilitation. Future work will be reviewed and approved separately by SHPO and NPS.

The Proximity Print Works complex is a large, formerly industrial complex located in
Northeast Greensboro. It was constructed starting in 1913 by the prominent Cone family, and it
is widely regarded as an integral component of Greensboro’s early industrial development.
Moreover, it is a significant example of the diversification of the southern textile production
industry during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, particularly due to the fact that it is
believed to be the world’s largest manufacturer of denim.

The historical and architectural significance of Revolution Mill has been well documented in
the 1983 National Register of Historic Places nomination form (Exhibit A of this document)
filed by Cynthia de Miranda and Jennifer Martin. Per its listing, Proximity Print Works has
achieved historical significance in the following categories:

A. Proximity Print Works is associated with the early twentieth century industrial
development of Greensboro and with the innovations in the Southern textile
industry which occurred during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.

This application will reference the “Description” and “Significance” portions of the associated
National Register listing where thorough information has already been made available.

Property Description

Chain of Title:

Cone Finishing Co. to Cone Mills Co. - 1945

Cone Mills Cooperation to Printworks Properties, LLC - 2005
Printworks Properties, LL.C to Printworks Ventures LLC - 2017

Legal description, ownership/deeds, and associated maps of the property are included on the
following pages:

9 9/2112017



Legal Description

TRACT 2: TAX PARCEL #: 0027441

BEGINNING AT AN EXISTING IRON PIN IN THE EASTERN MARGIN OF YANCEYVILLE STREET, THE NORTHAEST CORNER OF LOT 6, PHIL WHICHARD &
ASSOCIATES, INC. SUBDIVISION, AS RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 12, PAGE 108, GUILFORD COUNTY REGISTRY; THENGE FROM SAID BEGINNING POINT
WITH THE EASTERN MARGIN OF YANCEYVILLE STREET ALONG A CURVE TO THE LEFT, A CHORD BEARING AND DISTANGE OF NORTH OI° 23' 26"
WEST 27686 FEET (WITH A CIRCLE HAVING A RADIUS OF 41613 FEET) TO A POINT; THENCE CONTINING WITH THE EAGTERN MARGIN OF
TANCEYVILLE STREET, NORTH 10° OI' IB" WEST 5166 FEET TO A POINT, THE SOUTHNEST CORNER OF REVOLUTION PARK, THE CITY OF GREENSBORO
(SEE DEED BOOK 3478, PAGE 1400); THENCE WITH THE SOUTHERN LINE OF THE CITY OF GREENSBORO THE FOLLOWING THREE (3) COURSES AND
DISTANGES: NORTH 54° 04' 41" EAST 426,16 FEET TO A POINT; NORTH 60° 43' 12" EAST 11050 FEET TO A POINT; NORTH 55° 27' 47" EAST 89.24
FEET TO A POINT IN THE WESTERN MARGIN OF FAIRVIEW STREET; THENCE WITH THE WESTERN MARGIN OF FAIRVIEW STREET ALONG A CURVE TO
THE LEFT, A CHORD BEARING AND DISTANCE OF SOUTH OI° 32' 14" EAST 2069 FEET (WITH A CIRCLE HAVING A RADIUS OF 3069.71 FEET) 0 A
POINT; THENCE CONTINJING WITH THE HESTERN MARGIN OF FAIRVIEW STREET, SOUTH O1° 43' 44" EAST 31832 FEET TO A POINT IN THE NORTHERN
MARGIN OF qTH STREET; THENCE JNITH THE NORTHERN MARGIN OF 4TH STREET, NORTH 86° (0' 28" WEST 34896 FEET TO A POINT; THENGE SOUTH
03° 49' 16" NEST 144.66 FEET TO A POINT IN THE LINE OF PHIL WHICHARD ¢ ASSOCIATES, INC. SUBDIVISION: THENGE WITH SAID SUBDIVISION, SOUTH
42° 02' 35" PEST 25183 FEET TO THE POINT AND PLACE OF BEGINNING, AND BEING ALL OF TRAGT 2 AS SHOWN ON A SURVEY FOR CONE MILLS
CORPORATION, WHITE OAK PLANT, PREPARED BY BORUM, HADE ¢ ASSOCIATES DATED AFRIL 14, 2000, AND CONTAINING 2456 AGRES, MORE OR

LESS.

11 9/21/2017
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Exhibit A

NORTH CAROLINA STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE
Office of Archives and History
Department of Cultural Resources

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

Proximity Print Works

Greensboro, Guilford County, GF6574, Listed 12/1/2014
Nomination by Cynthia de Miranda and Jennifer Martin
Photographs by Jennifer Martin, March 2014

| 'h".._.“ % =
Tl 4 - R
Original ca. 1920 mill fagade view

25 9/21/2017



NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 10024-0018

(Oct. 1990)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Registration Form

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in How to Complete the
National Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box
or by entering the information requested. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for “not applicable.” For
functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place
additional entries and narralive items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all

items.

1. Name of Property

historic name  Proximity Print Works

other names/site number Cone Finishing Plant

'__2. Location

street & number 1700 Falrview Street N/A— [ ] notfor publication

city ortown  Greensboro N/A vicinity
state  North Carolina code NC county Guilford code (081 zpcode 27405

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the desianated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act. as amended. | hereby certify that this

nomination [] request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering propertiés in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set for in 36 CFR Part 60. In
my opinion, the property [ meets [] does not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be
considered significant [[] nationally [] statewide [X] locally. (See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

North Carolina Department of Cultural Resources
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [] meets [] does not meet the National Register criteria. ([_] See Continuation sheet
for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date
State or Federal agency and bureau
4. National Park Service Certification
Signature of the Keeper Date of Action

| hereby certify that the property is:

[T entered in he National Register.

[J See continuation sheet
[] determined eligible for the

National Register.
[ See continuation sheet
[ determined not eligible for the
National Register.
[ removed from the National

Register.
[] other, explain:)

27 912172017



Proximity Print Works

Name of Property

Guilford County, North Carolina
County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property  Category of Property
(Check as many boxes as (Check only one box)
apply)

X private B4 building(s)

[] public-local [] district

[] public-State ] site

[] public-Federal [] structure

[] object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A” if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

Historic and Architectural Resources of Greensboro, NC, 1880-1941

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
9 0 buildings
0 0 sites
2 0 structures
1 0 objects
12 0 Total

Number of Contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

n/a

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

INDUSTRY/manufacturing facility

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

VACANT/NOT IN USE

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Other: slow-burn construction

Narrative Description

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation _Brick

walls _Brick

Concrete
roof _Asphalt
other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

28 912172017



Proximity Print Works Guilford County, North Carolina

Name of Property County and State

8. Statement of Significance

Areas of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Enter categories from instructions)

(Mark “x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have made _INDUSTRY

a significant contribution to the broad patterns of

our history.

[] B Property is associated with the lives of persons

significant in our past.

[[] C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of

a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

Period of Significance
1913-1964

[[] D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,

information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations n/a Significant Dates

(Mark “x" in all the boxes that apply.) 1913

Property is:
[ A owned by a religious institution or used for

religious purposes.
Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked)

[C] B removed from its original location.
n/a

[] C abirthplace or grave.
Cultural Affiliation

[ D acemetery.

n/a

[] E areconstructed building, object, or structure.

[ F acommemorative property
Architect/Builder

unknown

[] G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance
{Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:

[] preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

[[] previously listed in the National Register

[] Previously determined eligible by the National
Register

[] designated a National Historic Landmark

[[] recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey

([l

#
recorded by Historic American Engineering

[X] State Historic Preservation Office
[JOther State Agency

[] Federal Agency

[] Local Government

[C1University

[] Other

Name of repository:North Carolina Department of Cultural

Resources, Raleigh, NC

Record #

29 9/21/2017



Proximity Print Works Guilford County, North Carolina

Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property  18.22 acres

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1 17 610440 3996050 3 17 610735 3995625
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
2 17 610735 3996175 4 17 610440 3995625

[] see continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle Cynthia de Miranda and Jennifer Martin

organization MdM Historical Consultants Inc. date  July 28, 2014
street & number _ Post Office Box 1399 telephone  919/368-1602
city or town Durham state NC zip code 27702

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets
Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items.)

Property Owner

(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name _Printworks Properties LLC
street & number —P-O. Box 14279 telephone _336-317-1865

city or town _Greensboro state _NC zip code _27415

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the Nalional Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listing. Response to this request is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S5.C. 470 et seq.)

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any
aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P. O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the
Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20303.
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Physical Description

Proximity Print Works at 1700 Fairview Street is a large, brick, roughly rectangular collection of industrial
buildings constructed in multiple stages beginning in 1913. The complex stands near the center of an 18.22-
acre parcel at the northeast corner of Fairview and Ninth Streets in northeast Greensboro. The mill, with its
longer elevations facing northwest and southeast, had its entrance along Fairview Street at the complex’s
southwest end. An out-of-use railroad right-of-way runs along the long, northwest side of the mill where
loading docks extend along that elevation.

North Buffalo Creek forms the parcel’s north boundary. The lot slopes upward on the southeast side of the
building. There are a few trees scattered in the roughly triangular space to the southeast of the mill and in a
clearing to the northeast of the building, but otherwise the lot is grass-covered or surfaced with small paved
parking lots. A large concrete pad with four raised concrete circles that served as the base for a large metal
tank that held chemicals for the printing process is on the south side of the mill. A chain-link fence borders
the parcel and access is through locked gates on the east side of Fairview Street or on the west side of an
access road on the north side of Ninth Street. The aerial map of the property attached to the nomination
shows a metal water tower in the southeast corner of the property. The tower is no longer standing.

Proximity Print Works stands between two other industrial or former industrial complexes, Revolution
Cotton Mill (NR, 1984) and White Oak Mill, all originally part of the Cone family textile mill empire.
Revolution Cotton Mill, which is immediately to the west, has been rehabilitated for office space, while
White Oak Mill, to the northeast, produces denim, which was its original function. Hundreds of mill
houses, as well as community buildings, such as schools, churches, and athletic fields, historically
associated with the three plants are to the northwest and southeast of these large complexes. The first mill
the Cones established, Proximity Cotton Mills, stood about one mile to the south of Proximity Print Works
on a parcel to the west of the intersection of Fourth Street and Maple Street. Established in 1895,
Proximity Mill has been demolished.

Inventory

The following inventory is keyed to the attached floor plan, which was created by the current owner, and the
site plan. Each section of the building is identified by its original or early function, if known, and a date or
approximate date of construction and major alterations is provided. These dates come from historic
information, documentary

photographs, and available architectural renderings. Some portions of the complex are not accessible due

to unsafe conditions where wood floors have deteriorated. Deferred maintenance and ongoing vandalism

by trespassers have
been key contributors to parts of the mill’s current deteriorated state. However, Proximity Print Works, as a whole,

retains the integrity necessary to convey its significance as the one of South’s first and most extensive fabric
printing enterprises.
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Proximity Print Works Building (Buildings 1-4, 6-9)
Contributing Building

Building 1: Packing and Pressing Rooms, ca. 1920

The packing and pressing rooms section of the mill likely dates to around 1920. This part of the plant does not appear
on the 1919 Sanborn map, but is on the 1925 map and is shown with interior spaces devoted to cloth staging,
pressing, and packing. Its southwest corner includes a machine room.

The 110 x 250-foot, long, two-story, brick, flat-roofed building features a low-pitched, front-gabled parapet with
concrete coping on its west and east ends. Building 1 is roughly rectangular, although its northeast corner is taken up
with a boiler room (described later). It contains 43,200 square feet. Most of Building 1’s windows have been bricked
in, probably in the 1950s, but their concrete sills and segmental arched lintels composed of three rows of header

bricks remain.

The fagade (west elevation) faces Fairview Street and is eleven bays wide with brick pilasters separating groups of
bays. An elevator tower at the southwest corner dates to 1947 according to plans and is approximately half a story
taller than the building. It appears in a 1948 photograph and on the 1950 Sanborn map. An elevator tower with a
hipped roof was located on the northwest corner, but it was taken down some time after 1950. A course of corbelled
bricks tops the bays on the upper level. A metal canopy supported by large, steel triangular braces shelters the first
level concrete loading dock and continues along the north elevation; it was added in the 1980s. On the first level,
some ca. 1960 steel, awning-type windows have been fitted into the bricked-in bays. A pair of metal, half-glazed
doors with divided lights above and a single half-glazed door provide access from the poured concrete loading dock
to the interior. Just north of the double doors, a horizontal opening remains uncovered. The north elevation is twenty-
eight-bays long with brick pilasters separating each bricked-in-window or door opening. The fagade loading dock
continues on this side of the building and is sheltered by the metal canopy. Beneath the canopy are a series of doors
and windows, many of which are modern and have been fitted into bricked-in bays. This loading dock, which is
partially open underneath, is oriented toward a former railroad siding that extends along the building’s northwest side.
Wood rafter tails below a shallow roof overhang grace this elevation. The east end of building 1 terminates in a
parapeted firewall bordering the boiler room. A stair tower extends from the center of the roof near the east end of

the building.

Interior

The interior of Building 1 maintains its utilitarian appearance and retains its open floor plan throughout. On the first
level, walls are painted brick and floors are concrete. Steel vertical columns spaced 25” x 16’ support steel I-beams.
Much of the mechanical equipment, such as banks of fluorescent lighting and water pipes, remain intact and exposed.
Fire resistant asbestos panels sheath portions of the ceiling. The second floor was not accessible because of safety

concerns.
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Boiler Room, ca. 1913

The brick rectangular boiler room with a shed roof was built northeast of Building 1. It measures 46" x 56’ and
consists of a basement and upper story. It contains 2,576 square feet. Its tall brick smokestack that rose from the
southeast corner was removed around 1980. The boiler room’s roofline is slightly lower than Building 1’s. Four bays
on the second story north elevation have been bricked in. The steel-frame windows remain uncovered on the
basement level. The metal canopy continues along the north elevation and shelters the concrete loading dock.

Interior

The boiler room has brick walls, concrete floors and steel trusses on the ceiling. Its wood ceiling remains uncovered.
A large steel door on a metal track leads from Building | into the boiler room. In the early 1930s, the boiler room
was renovated into a bathroom that included showers. The ceramic tile shower stalls remain intact. The second level

was not accessible due to safety concerns.

Building 2: Bleachery, ca. 1920

Measuring 200" x 125, the one-story-on-basement brick bleachery is roughly rectangular in form with a very low
gable roof. It contains 25,000 square feet. Nine bays span the north elevation, but its windows have been bricked in
or fitted with smaller, horizontally-oriented, hopper-style windows. One bay contains a metal roll-up loading dock
door. The metal canopy continues along the bleachery’s north elevation and shelters the concrete loading dock.

Interior

The bleachery contains two rooms divided by a ca. 1980 fire wall that is pierced by a wide center opening with a roll-
up metal door. Walls are painted brick and concrete block, floors are concrete, and columns are cast steel set 25°
apart. Steel I-beams and cast concrete finish the ceiling. Pipes and banks of fluorescent lights hang from the ceiling.

Building 3: Napper and Singe Room, 1920

The one-story-on-basement napper and singe room is a rectangular, brick building that measures 100° x 125.” A flat
roof tops the building. It contains 12,500 square feet. This section of the mill was used for cotton weighing and
sampling. Some of the six metal sash windows remain uncovered on the north elevation.

Interior

The open interior space features painted brick walls, a concrete floor, and steel vertical I-beams that support steel
ceiling I-beams and wood decking. Spacing of the columns is 25" x 25’.
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Main Entrance, 1928

The entrance is contained in a 30 x 35-foot brick building at the west end of the overall complex. The one-story, brick
building has a single door opening on its west elevation that is sheltered by a hip-roofed porch with rafter tails and a
single, hexagonal wood post. The hipped roof shelters a concrete loading dock with an attached front declining ramp.
Windows on the two visible elevations have been filled with brick. The flat-roofed building features a flat parapet
with tile coping on the north and west elevations. Directly behind (east of) the entrance, is a concrete pedimented
wall pierced with large multi-light, steel-frame windows with blue glass. This parapet marked the original entrance
into Proximity Print Works. There is currently no access to the interior of the main entrance portion of the building.

Building 4: Dye House and Finishing Room, 1926, ca. 1940, ca. 1960

Building 4 comprises the largest portion of the mill complex. Construction began in 1924-1926 and it received
additions in the 1940s and 1960s,

Building 4a: Drying and Finishing Room, 1926

The one-story, brick building measures 110’ x 420" and contains 42,000 square feet. It is south of and parallel to
Buildings 1 and 2. The original exterior is no longer visible because of additions, but the interior remains intact. It
consists of a large open space with a concrete floor, steel columns spaced 25’ x 20 apart, and a cast concrete ceiling.

Building 4b: Cloth Storage and Warehouse Addition, 1926

The two-story, brick building was built onto the west end of the original section of Building 4 and is open to the
original section. It measures 185’ x 80 and is 14,800 square feet on each level. It exterior is obscured by later
additions. On the interior, floors are concrete, steel posts set 25 x 20" apart support a cast concrete ceiling.

Building 4c: Plisse Room Addition, 1926, ca. 1940
The two-story, nearly square, brick building measures 65* x 64’ and is 4,160 square feet on each level. The interior
space has a concrete floor, metal ceiling trusses and joists and a wood ceiling. Around 1960, an addition was made to

its roof, but it is not currently accessible.

Building 4d: Dye House and Finishing Room Addition, 1926

The one-and-a-half-story, brick and concrete rectangular addition measures 65’ x 96” and contains 9,360 square feet
between its two levels. It was constructed between the original building and the main section of Building 4. The
upper level displays a concrete floor, steel vertical supports, and steel I-beams. The upper level has a clerestory built
of concrete with a concrete floor and concrete ceiling joists.
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Building 4e: Dye House and Finishing Room Addition, ca. 1950

The two-story, brick and poured concrete addition to the south side of the east end of Building 4 measures 25° x 45°
and is topped by a flat roof with concrete eave brackets. The west side is built into the side hill so that only the upper
level is visible from the exterior. Walls of steel-framed windows with colored and clear lights remain intact on the
west and south elevations. The same windows remain on the upper level of the east elevation, but a solid brick wall is
below. A double steel door is centered on the south elevation. A concrete and metal stoop flanked by a pair of metal
stairs occupies each side of the stoop. A single-leaf door is immediately below the double door, but it obscured by the
front wall of the stoop. A flat-roofed open shelter supported by round poles is on the southeast corner.

Interior

The upper and lower levels feature concrete floors, square concrete supports, and a ceiling with steel [-beams and a
cast concrete slab. Walls are concrete and painted brick. A metal spiral staircase occupies the southeast corner. Each

level is 1,125 square feet.
Building 4f: Dye House and Finishing Room Addition, ca. 1940

The two-story, brick addition to the south side of the west end of Building 4 measures 30° x 65°, Each level is 1,950
square feet. A flat roof with concrete eave brackets tops the building. Stepped parapets with tile coping are on the
east and west ends. Steel framed windows that retain most of their original lights are on the three visible exterior
elevations. These oversized, vertically-oriented windows have concrete sills. A double-leaf, half-glazed door with
missing lights is off-center on the south elevation. A concrete-topped brick stoop spans a portion of this elevation in
front of the door. A set of concrete steps with a metal pole railing descends from the east side of the stoop.

Interior

Walls on the interior are painted brick and floors are poured concrete. In the lower level, thick, rectangular brick
piers support steel I-beams and a concrete ceiling. A metal spiral staircase in the southeast corner leads to the upper

level where finishes are the same, minus the brick piers.

Building 4 Addition: Dye House and Finishing Room Addition, ca. 1940

The long brick addition to the south side of the original section of Building 4 measures 500" x 32°. Most of its exterior
south wall is visible, except where it is interrupted by the 1940s additions (buildings 4e and 4f). The south elevation
features a span of steel-framed windows with blue and clear glass. Concrete brackets grace the flat roof overhang. The
addition is built into a steep hillside, which is thick with tree coverage on its west end. A concrete stair with round
metal pole railings descends from the top of the hill to a set of double steel doors that pierce the south

side of the Building 4 addition.
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Interior

The long, relatively narrow addition displays painted brick walls, and a cast concrete ceiling with clerestory between
the addition and the original Building 4.

Building 5: Warehouse, 1923, 1944, ca. 1960 (Originally a separate building, Contributing Building)

Building 5 attaches to the east end of building 4. The two-story, brick building features a low parapet with tile coping
on its east end sheltering a low-pitched gable roof. A brick firewall runs through the building from north to south. An
elevator shaft is at the north end of the firewall. It rises above the roofline, but is not visible from the ground. The
east end displays four, nearly full-height recessed panels in the brick exterior. A steel-frame pivoting window pierces
the lower level of each panel. The south elevation includes steel-frame pivoting windows on both levels, although the
lower level windows are larger.

Interior

The lower level features mushroom-shaped concrete columns spaced 25° x 20" apart and set on pine inlay floors laid
on a concrete subfloor. In 1944, a machine shop was installed in the east end of the lower level. On the upper level,
steel I-beam posts support wood ceiling joists and a wood roof in southeast corner that has partially collapsed.

Building 9: Maintenance Shed, ca. 1960

The building with a shed roof is an addition to Building 5. It attaches to the south elevation of the warehouse
(Building 5). The upper section of its east elevation is sheathed in corrugated metal. A set of metal double doors
pierces the center of the east elevation. The interior features brick and concrete walls, steel I-beams, concrete and
metal joists, and a concrete floor.

Building 6: Compartment Warehouse, 1928, ca. 1960

The four-story, brick building stands at the west end of the mill. It measures 120’ x 72 and is a total of 34,560 square
feet. Very low-pitched parapet walls with tile coping top the east and west sides and shield a low-pitched hipped roof.
An elevator tower rises from the east side of the roof. A one-story brick connector built in 1928 on the east side

linked the four-story compartment warehouse to Building 4 and the rest of the mill. Around 1960, a second story was
added to the connector. On its north elevation, the only side visible, the connector displays paired six-light windows
and tile coping. The north elevation is six bays wide with high, horizontal, steel-framed windows that are three lights
wide and one light tall on the upper three stories. Pairs of the windows are set in recessed brick panels nearly the full
height of the building. The panels are separated by brick pilasters and crowned with three courses of corbelled brick.
Six, large, steel-frame windows, most missing their lights, span the first level.
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The west elevation is topped by the low parapet wall and is ten-bays wide. The same horizontal windows found on
the north elevation are on the upper floors on this side of the building. The top three floors also have a pair of double-
leaf, half-glazed doors with divided lights on the top half of each leaf. The first level has seven of the large, steel-
frame windows, but also the double-leaf doors positioned below the upper floors® doors. The south end of the first
level is obscured by a one-story, ca. 1950 brick loading dock that continues to the south to front the west elevation of

Building 7.
Interior

Throughout the building, walls are painted and unpainted brick and floors and ceilings are wood. Columns are 10” in
diameter and according to the plans, made of long-leaf pine, and support wood cushion blocks that in turn, support
wood ceiling beams. Columns are set 12° x 12" apart, except on the first level where spacing is 10’ x 10". Cast metal
spiral staircases connect the floors and are positioned near the elevator tower in the east part of the interior. The

interior of the connector was not accessible.

Building 7: Cloth Storage Building, 1941

The January 15, 1941 edition of the Textile Bulletin announced the planned construction of “a seven-story
addition...to the warehouse storage of Proximity Print Works on Fairview Street.” The seven-story, brick building
stands at the southwest corner of the mill complex. It measures 80’ x 120* and contains a total of 67,200 square feet.
Very low-pitched parapets with terra cotta coping on the north and south elevations shelter a low-gable roof.
According to company journals for the period 1927-1944, the building was constructed in 1940. The north elevation
is blank and abuts the south wall of Building 6. This elevation is divided into five full-height recessed panels with
three courses of corbelled brick at their tops. The west elevation is eight bays wide and divided into four recessed
panels. Each upper story contains horizontally-oriented windows that are six lights wide and one light tall. The fourth
bay from the south on each level contains a double-leaf, half-glazed door with divided lights on their upper halves.
These windows and doors are identical or similar to those on building 6 and many were salvaged from that building
when its south elevation was covered by the construction of Building 7. The first level of the west elevation is
obscured by the shed-roofed, ca. 1950 loading dock. The south elevation is ten bays wide and consists of the same
windows found on the west elevation, also set in pairs in five, full-height, recessed brick panels with corbelling at
their tops. The east elevation is eight bays wide and consists of the windows found on the other elevations. They are
set in pairs in recessed panels with corbelling at their crowns. A brick elevator and stair tower occupies the north end
of the east elevation. It contains the same windows found on the rest of the warehouse. It rises above the warehouse
building’s roofline and is topped by a flat roof. Like the rest of the elevations, three courses of brick corbelling crown
the elevator tower. A door on its west side allows access to the roof.

Interior

The interior space on each floor is identical: wood floors, steel vertical columns supporting steel I-beams, and wood
ceilings. The vertical supports are spaced 12° x 127 apart.
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Building 8: Warehouse, 1951

The four-story-on-basement, brick building measures 120’ x 120" and attaches to the east end of Building 3. It is six
bays wide on the north elevation where almost all its pivoted steel windows remain intact. On the upper three levels
windows are set in horizontal bands with concrete sills below. On the first level, below the metal 1980 canopy, the
main windows are vertically-oriented, also with concrete sills. Both sets of double doors on the first level have been
bricked in, but their horizontal, metal-frame transoms remain. A 1963 ramp sloping from west to east and fronted by
a metal pole railing extends in front of the first level fagade. A concrete wall with a single opening shelters the
basement level. It has the same door and window arrangement that the first floor did originally, but its double doors
lack transoms. Both sets of doors on this level have been replaced with solid, steel doors. The east elevation features
a slightly stepped concrete-topped parapet wall. This side of the building lacks windows, but has a full-height fire
escape with single-leaf doors on each level. A square stair tower is on the northeast corner; it rises above the roof of
the building. Stacks of wood obscure the main level below the canopy that wraps around this side of the building, but
drawings from 1951 indicate that there is a service bay on the north end of this level. The south elevation is blank
with no windows or doors. A small, metal shed roof supported by metal posts is on the east end of this elevation. It is
similar in material and form to the 1980 canopy on the buildings’ north sides.

Interior

All levels of the interior are finished with painted brick walls, maple floors, and wood decking in the ceilings. Steel
vertical posts are spaced 20 x 20" apart and support steel I-beams in the floors and ceilings.

Pipe Stage Building, ca. 1930
Contributing Building

The three-story, brick building with a flat roof stands on the north side of Buildings 2 and 3. It measures 30’ x 90
and contains 8,100 square feet. It contains steel-frame windows with center pivoting sash and concrete sills. The east
elevation is three bays wide. The second floor displays two windows and a service bay that has been covered in
plywood. The first level contains no openings. The north elevation is nine bays wide, including the metal windows
on the north side of four-story, brick stair tower with a flat roof. A shed-roofed, open canopy with metal pole
supports shelters a service bay and two windows on the west end. The west elevation is three bays wide with
windows on each level. The lower level is obscured by overgrown brush.

Turbine Room, ca. 1930
Contributing Building

The two-story, brick building with a flat roof and parapet with tile coping stands on the north side of Building 2 and
west of the pipe stage building. It measures 30° x 50” and contains 3,000 square feet. It displays large, steel-frame
windows on concrete sills on each elevation. The east and west elevations are two bays wide with larger windows (42
lights) on the upper level and smaller windows (24 lights) on the first level. The north elevation displays four of the
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larger windows on the upper story. The first floor contains three of the smaller windows centered on the elevation. A
wide opening fronted with a chain link gate is on the east end and a smaller opening with a wood door is on the west
end. A small, wood, shed-roofed storage shed is at the center of the first floor of this side of the building. The south
elevation is partially obscured, but contains windows like those on the other elevations and double-leaf steel doors

with divided lights.
Interior

The interior displays painted brick walls and concrete ceilings. The lower level contains several concrete support
structures that flare outward from top to bottom. They and the brick piers in this space were intended to support the
heavy equipment on the upper level. A metal stair on the north side of the interior provides access to the upper level,
which is finished with a brick tile floor, steel I-beams, and a wood ceiling. A metal tank remains on interior of the

upper level.

Southern Railway Right-of-Way, ca. 1900
Contributing Structure

Proximity Print Works stands on the south side of an extension of the Southern Railway line that served Revolution
Cotton Mills and White Oak Cotton Mills. On the 1907 Sanborn map it is labeled the White Oak Branch of the
Southern Railway. All of the steel tracks remain on Proximity Print Works property.

Southern Railway Trestle, first half of the twentieth century
Contributing Structure

On the north side of Proximity Print Works, a wooden railroad trestle spans North Buffalo Creek and carries the
railroad tracks toward White Oak Cotton Mills, which was opened between 1902 and 1905. The trestle is built almost
completely of wood except for the horizontal concrete column caps that support the base below the tracks.

Firehose Houses (3), ca. 1920
Contributing Buildings

Three of these small buildings with brick foundations remain on the property. One is located north of Building 1 at
its west corner. It is a gable-roofed building that is open on its north side and has wood trim around the entrance. A
similar one survives on the south side of the mill, near its southwest corner. An additional firechouse house, this one

built of wood, is east of the mill and has a shed roof.
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Pumphouse, ca. 1960
Contributing Building

A small, low-gable-roofed, red-brick building stands on the north side of the east end of the plant near the pipe stage
building. A door pierces its north side. It does not appear on the 1950 Sanborn map.

Grinnell Firehose Pump, ca. 1930
Contributing Object

A metal Grinnell firehose pump survives on the south side of the mill. It stands approximately three feet tall.

Dye House, ca. 1920
Contributing Building

A small concrete block, shed-roofed dye house stands east of the mill. It is overgrown with dense vegetation.
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SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANCE

Proximity Print Works in northeast Greensboro is Jeealy=signifieant under Criterion A in the area of Industry for its

place in the diversification and evolution of the textile industry in Greensboro. The mill was the first textile printery

in the South and proved that southern mills could complete the more sophisticated tasks of printing cloth. The period
of significance begins in 1913, the year after Proximity Manufacturing Company, which was owned by Moses and
Caesar Cone, purchased a mill from the Van Deventer Carpet Company for the location of Proximity Print Works. It
continues through 1964, a period during which the mill was expanded several times and produced large amounts of
finished printed fabric for the Cone textile empire. Although production continued at Proximity Print Works after

that date, the activity is not exceptionally significant.

Marvin A, Brown’s 1991 Multiple Property Documentation Form “Historic and Architectural Resources of
Greensboro, North Carolina, 1880-1941" includes the historical and architectural context for the mill, and the textile
industry in Section E, “The Textile Industry and Industrial Greensboro,” in Context 2, “Modern Suburbanization and
Industrialization, 1900-1941,” on pages E21-E23. “Property Type 4: Industrial and Commercial Buildings” on pages
F24-F26 provides a description of industrial buildings, including textile mills, such as the Proximity Print Works.

Textile mills in Greensboro are signific industrial economy.
Individual mills must be built between 1880 and 1941 and must retain historic integrity sufficient to identify the

building’s historic function. The significance and registration requirements for industrial buildings are discussed on
page F28. This building meets these requirements as one of a handful of surviving early twentieth-century industrial
buildings that reflect the dramatic growth of the city during the period. Proximity Print Works, like the city’s other
textile mills, is a visual testimony to the city’s most important and influential industry. Additional information is

provided for the post-1941 time period.

Proximity Print Works is a mostly intact textile mill from the first half of the twentieth century. The floor plans,

rectangular footprints, brick construction, and flat and low gable roofs at Proximity Print Works epitomize the types
and forms of textile industrial buildings constructed i h Carolina durlng this period. The many
periods of physical growth that took place at Proximity Print Works illustrate the expansion of technology that

occurred and the evolution of industrial processes overtime.

HISTORY OF PROXIMITY PRINT WORKS

When Proximity Print Works was established, the Cone family mills were already “unquestionably an imposing
force” both in Greensboro and in the field of southern textile production. Establishment of Proximity Print Works

plant helped diversify textile production in Greensboro by printing on woven fabrics.'

' Marvin A. Brown, “Historic and Architectural Resources of Greensboro, North Carolina,1880-1941,” Multiple Property
Documentation Form, 1991, accessed on April 21, 2014, at http://www.hpo.ncder.gov/nr/GF7565.pdf.
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The Cones has first established a finishing mill in Greensboro in 1893—at a time when there were few elsewhere in
the south. “Finishing” in this context involves processing untreated woven textile to produce a finished cloth.
Finishing processes include mercerizing, bleaching, dyeing, shrinking, and printing. However, through the first
decade of the twentieth century, printing machines for woven fabrics were still all produced and operating in northern
manufacturing centers.”

In 1912, the Cones’s Proximity Manufacturing Company bought an old carpet plant to open its Proximity Print
Works. It was the heyday of printed indigo jeans and drill, which is used to make durable clothing, and the Cones
wanted to take advantage of this popularity by opening their own fabric printing mill.’ The property they purchased
had been the location of the Van Deventer Carpet Company of Plainfield, New Jersey. In 1905, that company was
renamed Marshall Mills after “a Boston man by the name of Marshall...secured a controlling interest in the plant and
[took] charge of the same,” according to the American Wool and Cotton Manufacturer. Within two years, the carpet
mill had shut down.* Marshall Mills first appears on a Sanborn map of Greensboro 1907, which noted that it was
closed. At that time, the plant consisted of two parallel, rectangular brick buildings, one about twice the length of the
other. Small frame support buildings surrounded the mill and single story dwellings arranged in a semicircle stood to

the east.’

The 1913 Sanborn map indicates that the mill was being largely rebuilt following its purchase by the Cones, but it
remains unknown if the carpet plant was demolished completely or parts of it were incorporated into a new building
for Proximity Print Works. The 1913 map shows the southernmost long brick building that appeared on the 1907
Sanborn map, but the parallel brick building attached to its northeast corner has been taken down.

[n their newly-purchased facility, the Cones installed a printing machine for indigo fabric. In an often-repeated story.
about the transaction, the Providence, Rhode Island, manufacturer of the machine was content to make the sale but
found it a dubious investment: “What in the world are you going to do with a printing machine way down there in the
sticks?” Fabric printing had been something mostly done in the northeast Finishing and printing began at the plant in
1913 with J. E. Hardin as manager and H. A. Barnes as overseer.’ By 1914, Proximity had forty employees laboring
at Proximity Print Works; most were unskilled.” During the period 1917-1918, the company was printing indigo,
khaki, and drill. The plant was powered by electricity and steam. J. E. Hardin remained manager and the plant’s

? Laura A. W. Phillips, “Revolution Cotton Mills,” National Register of Historic Places Nomination Form, 1983, accessed on
April 21, 2014, at http://www.hpo.ncder.gov/ni/GF0172.pdf, 81; A Division of Cone Mills Corporation, “The Romance of
Textile Finishing,” undated booklet, in the collection of Revolution Mills Studios, LLC, Greensboro.

? Half Century Book, 1891-1941: Cone Export and Commission Co. (New York: Cone Export and Commission Co., 1941), n. p.;
“Herman Cone, Textile Empire Head, Listens to Advice of Co-Workers,” Greensboro Daily News, February 6, 1955.

* Marvin A. Brown, Greensboro: An Architectural Record (Greensboro, N. C.: Preservation Greensboro, 1995), 62; Greensboro
Telegram, 20 April 1901; The Blue Book Textile Directory of the United States and Canada: Fourteenth Annual Edition, 1901-
1902 (New York: Davidson Publishing Company, 1901), 278; American Carpet and Upholstery Journal, Volume 23, No. §
(May 10, 1905); American Wool and Cotton Reporter, July 6, 1905.

%1907 Sanborn Map of Greensboro, North Carolina.

® “Cone Mills had a Modest Start,” Greensboro Daily News, February 21, 1937.
"“Number of Operatives, April, 1914,” Collection of Revolution Mills Studios, LLC.
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capital stock was valued at $500,000. For this period, Proximity Print Works used a little over three and a half
million pounds of raw fabric. The plant operated 296 days during a one-year period within the 1917-1918 time

frame.®

Productivity required that within six years of opening, the plant needed an overhaul and additional space, work
undertaken from 1920 through 1921. By this time, the state Department of Labor and Printing reported that
Proximity Print Works was producing printed drills, khaki shirtings, and art ticks, which was printed fabric with
small repetitious designs printed on the cloth from copper plating. The state estimated the value of the plant at
$750,000 and the value of its yearly output was one and a half million dollars. The payroll for workers for a year was
$100,000 and the plant operated for 292 days during a one-year period in 1921-1922. Proximity Print Works
employed 124 men and seventeen women who worked nine-hour days and fifty-five-hour weeks. All of the workers
could read and write. The highest paid males earned $4.55 per hour and the highest paid females were paid $ 2.45 per
hour. The lowest paid workers males made $2.45 per hour compared to $1.89 for the lowest paid females.”

By 1923-1924, Proximity Print Works value had climbed to two million dollars since the Department of Labor’s
1921-1922 report. The payroll also increased by $33,000, while the total number of workers decreased to 124. A total
of 103 of those workers were male and twenty-one were female. For a one-year period during 1923-1924, the plant
operated 246 days, as compared to a one-year period in 1921-1922 when the plant ran 292 days. The reason for a

. . 10
decrease in the workdays is unknown.

The state Department of Labor’s report for 1925-1926 recorded an increase in the value of the plant’s production. By
this time, the value of yearly output was three million dollars. The number of workers went up to two hundred, with
twenty of those female. Naturally, the payroll expanded to $180,000. Even with more workers, the workday was
extended to ten hours. The plant operated a total of 276 days in a one-year period for 1925-1926, an increase from the

. 11
previous report.

A 1928 newspaper article describes in detail the process for pri
which was Ermted with ink, cloth was Ermtecl with dye, a much

according to the article, people worked at Proximity Print Works and 125,000 yards 0 clot were produced daily.

8 Thirty-First Report of the Department of Labor and Printing of the State of North Carolina, 1917-1918 (Raleigh: Edwards &

Broughton Printing Co., 1918), 36-37, 50-51.
? Thirty-Third Report of the Department of Labor and Printing of the State of North Carolina, 1921-1922 (Raleigh: Mitchell

Prmtmg Company, 1923), 146-147, 217.
® Thirty-Fourth Report of the Department of Labor and Printing of the State of North Carolina, 1923-1924 (Raleigh: Mitchell

Printing Company, 1924), 198.
' Thirty-Fifth Report of the Department of Labor and Printing of the State of North Carolina, 1925-1926 (Raleigh: Mitchell

Printing Company, 1926), 181.
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The plant held seven printing machines that could print one to fifteen colors on cloth at a time. Each machine
delivered 50 to 75 yards of cloth per minute.'

The grey cloth was delivered to Proximity Print Works in bales that held 1,200 yards. After the bales are opened, the
two ends of the cloth are sewn together so that the fabric could be placed on the mill’s machines. First, lint, thread
ends, specks, spots, and other debris that could interfere with the printing had to be removed in a very extensive
process. One machine ran the cloth through sandpaper rolls that removed specks and other matter. The cloth was then
exposed to gasoline vapors, which would burn off the nap, lint, and loose thread ends. The cloth had to go through
the gas very quickly to prevent it from catching fire. Next, the cloth was dipped in a desizing solution to soften it.
While still wet, it was placed in a vat for several hours, removed, then placed in the kiers, another type of vat, where
it was boiled. The cloth then traveled through a washing process to remove impurities and then through a chlorine
bath. A neutralizing agent designed to end the bleachmg process was applied, then the cloth is washed one final time
and then dried. The cloth was then ready for printing,'

For indigo or khaki dyeing, the cloth fraveled through dyeing machines where they were given repeated baths of dye
liquor, then washed and treated with chemicals that made the colors fast against the action of the light or water, two
elements that could compromise the coloring process. For indigo, the cloth was dipped and washed four times.
Printing designs proved more complicated. The designs that were printed on the fabric were copied from hand-
painted sketches by artists. These artists’ work was transferred to etched copper rolls and one copper roll was
designated for each shade of color used in the design. Making the copper rolls was labor intensive and expensive,
about fifty dollars each. The cloth was placed on the printing machines for dyeing then put through a finishing
process that smoothed the fabric. The cloth was then put in a calendaring machine that replicated ironing. A folding
machine measured and inspected the fabric. It was labeled by an inspector and then placed on bolts and sent to the

stock room and readied for shipping."*

A new office building (not extant) went up in 1931 and a filter plant (not extant) was built five years later. In 1934,
the Textile Bulletin proclaimed Proximity Print Works “one of the most up-to-date prinfing plants to be found in the
South.”" By 1937, Proximity Print Works’ output was fifty million yards of printed cloth, using nine printing
machines.'® In January 1941, the Textile Bulletin announced the planned construction of “a seven-story addition...to

the storage warehouse of the Proximity Print Works.”"

" “Trailing Yard of Denim Through World’s Largest Denim Mills,” The Charlotte Observer, Carolina Industries Special, March
2, 1929,

" “Trailing Yard of Denim Through World’s Largest Denim Mills.”

" “Trailing Yard of Denim Through World’s Largest Denim Mills”

'* Ethel Thomas Dabbs, ed. “Vistiting the Mills,” in the Textile Bulletin, May 3, 1934, 28.

6 A Member of the Staff, “The Cone Mills in North Carolina,” reprinted from “Cotton—Servmg the Textile Industries,” October
1938, n.p.; “Age of Proximity Print Works Factory Buildings,” Collection of Revolution Mills Studios, LLC.,

Greensboro; Proximity Print Works, Greensboro, North Carolina, Building Plans, Collection of Revolution Mills Studios, LLC.,
Greensboro; “ Cone Mills had a Modest Start,” Greensboro Daily News, February 21, 1937, Megan Coker, “A Brief Survey of
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During the next two decades, Proximity Manufacturing Company continued its “forward vertical integration,” a
phenomenon of diversification described by Brent Glass in his history of the industry in the state. Rather than buying
more mills producing the same product, as textile companies had once expanded, Proximity established or bought
mills to process what its other mills produced. The company opened the Granite Plant, another finishing plant at Ha
River, North Carolina, before 1947. The next year, Proximity Manufacturing Company and Revolution Cotton Mills
merged and became Cone Mills Corporation. The reorganization reflected a larger trend of consolidation and
corporatization common to the industry during this period. The printing and finishing unit of Proximity
Manufacturing Company became a Cone Mills Corporation subsidiary known as Cone Finishing Company. In 1952,
Cone Mills purchased the Union Bleachery Plant in Greenville, South Carolina, adding another finishing plant to its
assets. Three years later, the Carlisle Plant was under construction, to provide finishing services in Carlisle, South

Carolina.'® By 1955, Proximity Print Works was known as Cone Finishing Plant. =

Diversification of textile processes and the consolidation of smaller mills into larger corporations led to advances in
the industry over time. Text of a 1972 brochure produced by the North Carolina Department of Natural and

Economic Resources touts the “increase in the sophistication of the textile industry in the State.” The state, by then,
was home to both private and institutional textile research laboratories, including those at the Research Triangle
Institute and North Carolina State University. The expansion of the textile industry prompted the establishment of
metalworking plants to support machinery at the textile mills. The state’s promotion of these industry achievementsj

sought to attract more producers to the state.”

Despite those efforts, however, the industry suffered greatly over the next decades. Clashes between management
and organized labor, changes in regulations, and competition from imported yarns and fabrics all put stress on North
Carolina textile mills. Cone Mills closed the former Proximity Print Works in 1977.%

the Textile Mill Companies in Greensboro, 1890-1946,” on Textiles, Teachers, and Troops: Greensboro, North Carolina, 1880-

1945, accessed July 21, 2014, at http://library.uncg.edu/dp/ttt/.

1T «“Mill News,” Textile Bulletin, January 15, 1941, 28.

'® Proximity Manufacturing Company 53 " Annual Report, 1947, n.p.; Cone Mills Corporation 54" Annual Report, 1948, n.p.;
Phillips, 8.7; Cone Mills Corporation, 58" Annual Report, 1952, n.p.; Brent Glass, The Textile Industry in North Carolina: A
History (Raleigh: Division of Archives and History, 1992), 79, Cone Mills Corporation, 63" Annual Report, 1957,

' “N.. C. Textile Pioneer Dies,” [Raleigh] News and Observer, December 11, 1955.

20 “The Textile Industry in North Carolina” (Raleigh: Research and Statistics Section, Commerce and Industry Division,
Dept. of Natural and Economic Resources, 1972), n.p.

! Glass, 96-97; Diane Lamb, “Greensboro: 1808-present,” News and Record Research Wiki, accessed on April 24, 2014, at
http://nrtimelines. wikifoundry.com/page/Greensboro+1808-+-+present.
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“Trailing Yard of Denim Through World’s Largest Denim Mills.” The Charlotte Observer: Carolina Industries
Special. March 2, 1929,

Section 10:

Verbal Boundary Description

The legal boundary for parcel 0027498 is shown on enclosed tax map generated from the Guilford County GIS
department and drawn at a scale of 1 inch equals 232 feet.

Boundary Justification

The boundaries encompass Proximity Print Works and 18.22 acres of land historically associated with the
buildings. The setting reflects the physical conditions in which Proximity Print Works was established
and operated, and provides an appropriate setting.
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Exhibit B

World Leadership in Denims, Through Thirty Years of Progress, 1895-1925

V/ORLD
LEADERSHIP
in DENMIMS

Images from amazon.com/LEADERSHIP-1895-1925-Dedicated-Greensboro-
Carolina/dp/B01 DMFEGS6/ref=sr_1_27s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1502739680&sr=I-

2&keywords=World+Leadership+Denims+Through+Thirty+Y ears+Progress%3B+Dedicated+Founders+Cone+Mills+Greensboro%2C+North+Carolina

49 9/21/2017



Exhibit C
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Print Wors Office, 1940

Proximity Print Works Warehouse, 1940
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Proximity Print Works Warehouse, 1940
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Images from Proximity Print Works Office, Photo Collection: Art Shop, Greensboro History Museum, Greensboro, NC, USA
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NORTH CAROLINA SPECIAL WARRANTY DEED

THIS DEED made on NNLMW 3 , 2004, by and between

GRANTOR

Cone Mills Corporation

GRANTEE

Printworks Properties, LLC

| 000 Revoalwhan MDY
GreeNsbop NC 2y

The designation Grantor and Grantee as used herein shall include said parties, their heirs,
successors, and assigns, and shall include the singular, plural, masculine, feminine or neuter as

required by context.

WITNESSETH, that the Grantor, for a valuable consideration paid by the Grantee, the receipt of
which is hereby acknowledged, has and by these presents does grant, bargain, sell and convey
unto the Grantee in fee simple, all that certain lot or parcel of land situated in the City of

. Gilmer Township, Guilford County, North Carolina, and more particularly described

as follows (thc “Property™):

See Exhibit A attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference.
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The Property hereinabove described was acquired by Grantor by instrument recorded in
Book 1088, Page 495 and Book 3548, Page 2051.

A map showing the above-described property is recorded in Plat Book » page

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the aforesaid lot or parcel of land and all privileges and
appurtenances thereto belonging to the Grantee in fee simple.

And the Grantor covenants with the Grantee, that Grantor has done nothing to impair such title
as Grantor received, and Grantor will warrant and defend the title against the lawful claims of all
persons claiming by, under or through Grantor, except for the exceptions hereinafter stated.
Title to the property hereinabove described is subject to the following exceptions:

Easements, restrictions, rights of way of record, ad valorem taxes for the current year,
and governmental regulations.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Grantor has hereunto set his hand and seal, or if
corporate, has caused this instrument to be signed in its corporate name by its duly authorized
officers and its seal to be hereunto affixed by authority of its Board of Directors, the day and

year first written above.

(AFFIX CORPORATE SEAL) Cone Mills Corporatj

Michaet'R. D"f‘\ppolonfa
Chief Restructuring Officer

N@Rfﬂ-E‘#R@bl-Nﬁ Ceooll County.
AN S QA

that MlChdbl R. D’ Apploma pcrsona]ly came before me this day and acknowledged that he 1S
Chief Restructuring Officer of Cone Mills Corporation, a corporation, and that he as Chief
Restructuring Officer, being authorized to do so, executed the same on behalf of the corporation.

Witness my hand and official stamp or seal, this 3_} ay of Navember, 2004.

My commission expires: \O —‘Iﬁdg W{JJJ L'H_J \I/GL‘J\OGL/QD Notary Public

The foregoing Certificate(s) of

___isfare certified to be correct. This instrument and this certificale are duly registered on

:' . ,20 ,at AM. P.M, inBook , Page
chlstcr ter of Deeds for County, North Caro]ma
By Deputy / Assistant - Register of Deeds.

OFFICIAL SEAL

MARILYN
PUBLIC - STATE OF ILLINOIS
m?c%ﬂ' EXPIRES 10-09-06

FrrrEES"
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EXHIBIT A

Tract 1 (tax parcel 254-60-1):

Lying in Gilmer Township, Guilford County, North Carolina, and being more particularly
described as follows:

BEGINNING at an existing iron pipe marking the northwest corner of Fairview Street
Subdivision as shown in Plat Book 82, Page 144, said pipe marking the southwest point of
intersection of the rights of way of Fairview Street and Ninth Street, and running thence from
said BEGINNING point along the east margin of Fairview Street North 01° 43' 49" West 389.05
feet to an iron pin; thence continuing along said right-of-way margin along a curve to the ri ght
having a radius of 3,019.69 feet and a chord bearing and distance of North 00° 10' 18" East
199.89 feet to an iron pin; thence continuing along said right-of-way margin North 02° 04' 06"
East 126.20 feet to an iron pin in Buffalo Creek; thence leaving said right-of-way margin and
running along the meanderings of the creek the following courses and distances: (1) North 41°
48' 13" East 98.45 feet to an iron pin; (2) North 27° 28' 25" East 116.56 feet to an iron pin; (3)
North 41° 56' 25" East 154.90 feet to an iron pin; (4) North 67° 36' 11" East 47.24 feet to an iron
pin; (5) South 74° 10" 14" East 77.71 feet to an iron pin; (6) North 79° 11' 30" East 45.71 feet to
an iron pin; (7) North 60° 38' 53" East 107.34 feet to an iron pin; (8) North 45° 53' 05" East
50.81 feet to an iron pin; (9) North 67° 06' 48" East 64.98 feet to an iron pin; and (10) North 60°
08" 29" East 189.62 feet to an iron pin; thence South 25° 18' 39" East 471.56 feet to an iron pin;
thence South 64° 34' 02" West 251.77 feet to an iron pin; thence South 04° 02' 50" West 566.70
feet to an iron pin; thence South 85° 57' 10" East 50.00 feet to a point; thence South 29° 57' 08"
East 74.11 feet to a new iron pin; thence South 04° 05' 10" West 95.53 feet to an iron pin
marking the northeast corner of Upland Drive Subdivision as shown in Plat Book 84, Page 43;
thence along the north line of said plat North 85° 56' 29" West 204.92 feet to an existing iron
pipe marking the northwest corner of said plat; thence North 04° 03' 23" East 32.2] feet to a new
iron pin; thence along a curve to the right having a radius of 315.00 feet and a chord bearing and
distance of South 88° 42' 27" West 21.27 feet to a new iron pin; thence North 89° 26' 25" West
526.00 feet to the point of BEGINNING, containing 18.217 acres, more or less, and being shown
on a Property Exhibit for Cone Mills Corp. dated April 14, 2000 by Borum, Wade and
Associates, P.A. .
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Tract 2 (a portion of tax lot 254-59-1):

BEGINNING at an existing iron pin in the eastern margin of Yanceyville Street, the
northwest corner of Lot 6, Phil Whichard & Associates, Inc, Subdivision, as recorded in Plat
Book 72, Page 108, Guilford County Registry; thence from said beginning point with the
eastern margin of Yanceyville Street along a curve to the left, a chord bearing and distance
of North 01° 23" 26" West 276.86 feet (with a circle having a radfus of 916.73 feet) to &
point; thence continuing with the eastern margin of Yanceyville Street, North 10° 01° 18"
West 51.66 feet to a point, the southwest corner of Revolution Park, the City of Greensboro
(See Deed Book 3478, Page 1400); thence with the southern line of the City of Greensboro
the following three (3) courses and distances: North 59° 04” 47" East 426.76 feet to a point;
North 60° 43" 12" East 110.50 feet 1o a point; North 55° 27" 47" East 89.29 feet to 2 point
in the western margin of Fairview Strect; thence with the western margin of Fairview Street
along a curve to the left, a chord bearing and distance of South 01° 32’ 14" East 20.69 feet
(with a circle having a radius of 3069.77 feet) 1o a point; thence continting with the western
margin of Fairview Strest, South 01° 43" 49" East 318.32 feet (0 2 point in the northern
margin of 9th Street; thepee with the northern margin of 9th Street, North 86° 10" 28" West
348.96 feet to & point; thence South 03° 49’ 16" West 144,88 feet to a point in the line of
Phil Whichard & Associates, Inc. Subdivision; thence with said subdivision, South 42° 02
35" West 257.83 feet to the point and place of BEGINNING, and being all of Tract 2 as
shown on a survey for Cone Mills Corporation, White Oak Plaxt, prepared by Borum, Wade
& Associates dated April 14, 2000, and containing 2.956 acres, more or less.
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KATHERINE LEE PAYNE, REGISTER OF DEEDS

o GUILFORD COUNTY
o 201 SOUTH EUGENE STREET
= GREENSBORO, NC 27402

* % %k ok * * k Kk Kk ok Kk Kk & % * % k * & * ¥k ¥ * ¥k *k * ¥ K

State of North Carolina, County of Guilford

The foregoing certificate of M o.;\;,ﬂbam \< oMo <

A Notary (Notaries) Public is/are certified to be correct. This instrument and this certificate are duly
registered at the date and time shown herein.

KATHERINE LEE PAYNE, REGISTER OF DEEDS

By:

Deputy - Assistant Register of Deeds

This certification sheet is a vital part of your recorded document.
Please retain with original document and submit when re-recording.
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BK: R 7934
PG: 231 -234 NC FEE $26.00
RECORDED: 2017026804 STATE OF NC
05/16/2017 GUILFORD COUNTY, NC REAL ESTATE
JEFF L. THIGPEN
12:03:23 PM
REGISTER OF DEEDS EXTX$250000
BY: JANE SCHULTZ
DEPUTY-HP

NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL WARRANTY DEED

Excise Tax: $2,500.00
Parcel Identifier No, 0027498 and 0027497 Verified by Guilford County on the [f day of Zzﬂg , 20 _[Z

By:

Mail/Box to: The Vernon Law Firm, P.O, Box 2@58 Burlington, NC 27216-2958

This instrument was prepared by: E. Lawson Brown, Jr., Attorney at Law a licensed North Carolina attorney, Delinquent
taxes, if any, to be paid by the closing attorney to the county tax collector upon disbursement of closing proceeds.

Brief description for the Index: 1700 and 1701-1707 Fairview Street, Greensboro, NC

THIS DEED made this ___[ATH __ day of May, 2017, by and between

GRANTOR GRANTEE
Printworks Properties, LLC Printworks Ventures, LLC
A North Carolina Limited Liability Company A North Carolina Limited Liability Company
218 East Main Street cfo The Alexander Company
Haw River, NC 27258 345 W, Washington Ave, #301
Madison, WI 53703

The designation Grantor and Grantec as used herein shall include said parties, their heirs, successors, and assigns, and shall include
singular, plural, masculine, feminine or neuter as required by context.

WITNESSETH, that the Grantor, for a valuable consideration paid by the Grantee, the receipt of which is hereby acknowledged,
has and by these presents does grant, bargain, sell and convey unto the Grantee in fee simple, all that certain lot or parcel of land
situated in Gilmer Township, Guilford County, North Carolina and more particularly described as follows:

See allnche;:l Exhibit A
, Page .

The property hereinabove described was acquired by Grantor by instrument recorded in Book
Al or a portion of the property herein conveyed ___ includes or _X_ does not include the pﬁmary residence of a Grantor.

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the aforesaid lot or parcel of land and all privileges and appurtenances thereto belonging to the

Grantee in fee simple.

And the Grantor covenants with the Grantee, that Grantor s seized of the premises in fee simple, has the right to convey the same
in fee simple, that title is marketable and free and clear of all encumbrances, and that Grantor will warrant and defend the itle
against the lawful claims of all persons whomsoever, other than the following exceptions: All restrictions, covenants, condilions,
rights of ways and easements of record and current year ad valorem laxes which are to be pro-rated between the Grantor and

Grantee,

16676K-000001/417428 vI

submitted electronically by "First American Title Insurance Company - NCS - Madison"
.in compliance with North carolina statutgg governing recordable documents 9/21/2017
and the terms of the submitter agreement with the Guilford County Register of Deeds.
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IN WITNESS WHEREQF, the Grantor has duly executed the foregoing as of the day and year first above written.

PRINTWORKS PROPERTIES, LLC~
¥
BY;C%{%& ; 4»%% (SEAL)

ROSEMARIE WILLIAMS, MANAGER

State of NC - County of __ #7078y +H

| certify that the following person personally appeared before me this day acknowledging to me that she voluntarily
signed the foregoing document for the purpose stated therein and in the capacity indicated: ROSEMARIE WILLIAMS,

MANAGER OF PRINTWORKS PROPERTIES, LLC.
| . _

Dated: _F- /5. (]
NOTA&UBi r_’ ot ﬁ’-e.,

My Comumission Expires: 5 - 2930
Notary's Printed or Typed Name

“\\“iil 1 um Uy,
S S4 /%,

( ) Y
S Yo%
_._:7'3 0 % HE
g Sws B87E
Y- %NE*" SEBE '
I%%l SS-WI‘;%@,(_ £, the Grantor has duly execuled the foregoing as of the day and year first above written,

% (/ % g D '\\Q
PR , YOR %i\t:gzd%a'r

B 4 ‘)7 (SEAL)

DA RIFFIN &R’, MANAGER

State of NC - County of ___#(S

| certify that the following person personally appeared before me this day acknowledging to me that she voluntarily
signed the foregoing document for the purpose stated therein and in the capacity indicated: DAVID H. GRIFFIN, SR.,

MANAGER OF PRINTWORKS PROPERTIES, LLC. M
, ~ %t ’ /Aﬁg

Dated: 5’ /5/’?
N o T HE

5.3(.2020
Notary's Printed or Typed Name

My Commission Expires:

(Alfix Seal)

\\IIII lllm
& \3&- TR/,

.g, {gp *\;\ESIOﬁ %f‘
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20&2
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\\\\\
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ExhibitE

Baity, George Washington (b. 9 Feb 1893 -d. 7 Oct 1972)

Birth: Feb. 9, 1893
North Carolina, USA

Death: Oct. 7, 1972
Winston-Salem
Forsyth County

Parents: James F. C. Baity, Roella
Elizabeth Cornatzer

Family links:
Spouse:
Cora Bell Norman Baity (1896 - 1930)*

Children:

Sarah Arlenar Baity Thomas (1919 - 2009)*
Lucille Baity (1922 - 1927)*

Louise Baity (1922 - 2014)*

*Calculated relationship

Burial:
Green Hill Cemetery
Greensboro

Guilford County
North Carolina, USA
Plot: Section:33 Lot:15 Grave:3

Created by: Brad
Record added: Oct 17, 2012
Find A Grave Memorial# 99079705

61 9/21/2017



Sullivan, David M (b. 31 Mar 1862 - d. 22 Apr 1943)

Birth: Mar. 31, 1862
North Carolina, USA

Death: Apr. 22, 1943
Greensboro

Guilford County
North Carolina, USA

Son of Alphanseo Sullivan and Sarah Clapp.
Husband of Anna Breeden. Cause of death:
pulmonary hypostasis. He was buried on
April 25, 1943, He was an architect.

Family links:

Spouses:
Sarah Ellen Bowman Sullivan (1861 - 1928)
Annie C Conners Sullivan (1875 - 1964)*

Children:

James Garfield Sullivan (1881 - 1963)*
Harmon W. Sullivan (1884 - 1929)*
Flossie E. Sullivan (1893 - 1893)*

*Calculated relationship

Burial:

Green Hill Cemetery

Greensboro

Guilford County

North Carolina, USA

Plot: Section: 4 Lot: 48 Grave: 6

Created by: Shelburn Wilkes
Record added: Jun 04, 2009
Find A Grave Memarial# 37923176
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CITY DIRECTORIES:

Greensboro (Guilford County, N.C.) city directory, 1915-16
Sullivan, David M, supt of construction Proximity Mfg Co h Voltz Ave near Asheboro

Greensboro (Guilford County, N.C.) city directory, 1918
Baity George W (wife), mill hd h 78 15th, W

Greensboro (Guilford County, N.C.) city directory, 1921
Sullivan, David M. (Sarah E), draftsman Proximity Mfg Co h Voltz Ave near Asheboro

Greensboro (Guilford County, N.C.) city directory, 1922
Baity George W (Cora B), draftsman Proximity Mfg Co h 28

Greensboro (Guilford County, N.C.) city directory, 1925
Baity Geo W (Cora B), draftsman
Proximity Mfg Co h 28 Hubbard,

Greensboro (Guilford County, N.C.) city directory, 1934
Baity George W (Cora B), draftsman Proximity Mfg Co r White Oak Hotel

L\ ¢ i

2FTITY; AND I/ ELIVAN, IMAR. 1Z]

Plan of the White Oak Mill Village, Textiles, Teachers, and Troops - Greensbore 1880-1945 collection, Greensboro History Museum,
Greensboro, NC, USA.
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